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Six Blair County residents are being
honored at the Blair County Arts
Hall of Fame induction.

Honorees are:
Tom Sweitzer for Performing Arts; Pat
Baechle, Public Art/Architecture; Michael
Farrow, Literary Arts; Allen Capriotti,
Visual Arts, and Nancy and Steve Sheetz,
Art Leadership/Arts Patron.
The Blair County Arts Hall of Fame, a
partnership between the Blair County Arts
Foundation and the Allegheny Ridge
Corporation, began in 2003 and was con-
ducted annually until 2005 and then moved
to every other year, said Kate Shaffer, exec-
utive director of the Blair County Arts
Foundation.
The Hall of Fame has a “long waiting
list” and accepts nominations from the pub-
lic with honorees selected by a committee.
“We take a look at the entirety of their
life’s contributions, so I guess you could say
it’s a lifetime achievement award,” Shaffer
said. “This year’s class is an exceptional
one. There is actually a movie about Tom
Sweitzer being produced for Netflix; Nancy
and Steve Sheetz are extraordinary exam-
ples of “Arts Patron” having funded the
addition of SPIRITZ at the Mishler to cite
just one example of their incredible gen-
erosity and spirit of community giving; the
sheer beauty of Allen Capriotti’s works of
art can be seen at the State Capitol, St. John
the Evangelist Church and in the dome of
the Mishler; while the exciting Frank Lloyd
Wright-ish architecture of Pat Baechle is
inspirational; and, finally, Michael Farrow,
whose years of hard work and dedication
on a brilliant compilation of historical
information and wonderful photographs,
both vintage and new, brought the book
“Altoona’s Historic Mishler Theatre” to
life. We are so richly blessed. Every time
the committee meets to consider the possi-
bilities, I’m amazed at the collective
achievements of these individuals!”
The honors bestowed, Shaffer said, are to
convey “gratitude for the beauty, heritage
and mastery they have given us,” Shaffer
said and also to “inspire and encourage oth-
ers to follow their vision.”

Tom Sweitzer, Performing Arts
Sweitzer, co-founder, creative director
and head of music therapy at A Place to Be,
a nonprofit organization providing music
therapy to more than 400 families weekly.
“One of the greatest things about music

therapy is it disguises just therapy,”
Sweitzer stated. “It is the evidence-based
clinical modality that uses music in what-
ever portal formation you need to help a
human being. We have a different defini-
tion of disability here. Our definition is
anything at all that holds a person back
from living life to its fullest.”
He holds a fine arts degree in music the-

atre, a graduate certificate in music thera-
py from Shenandoah University and a mas-
ter’s in music therapy from Berklee College
of Music. Tom has created several thera-
peutic musical productions that tour
schools focusing on acceptance, diversity
and empathy.
Amember of the AmericanMusic
TherapyAssociation, Sweitzer andA Place
to Be received the organization’s “Best
Music Therapy Provider of the Year” in 2017.
Among his other awards and honors:
Loudoun County Humanitarian of the Year
in 2014. He is a subject of a new documen-
tary, “Music GotMeHere,” alongwith one of
his heroes, Forrest Allen, a youngmanwith
traumatic brain injurywho found his voice
and courage again throughmusic therapy.

Pat Beechle, PublicArt/Architecture
Baechle is the sole proprietor of Baechle
Architects in Hollidaysburg. He has been
instrumental in transforming and revitaliz-
ing much of the region’s cityscape, commu-
nity and residences for the past 23 years
and projects include The Blair Country
Gateway Enhancement Committee,
Renaissance 1 Project, Hollidaysburg
Architectural Review Board, Hollidaysburg
Planning Commission and the Blair County
Planning Commission.
His design approach is how a building

responds to nature and light both from an
interior space perspective where he
believes no occupant should be denied nat-
ural daylight as well as how light affects
the building’s shell. From a stylistic point
of view, Pat is motivated by open-minded
clients who want to push the limits of tradi-
tional building design, those who want to
make an impact with dramatic architectur-
al statements and those who will accept
some kind of whimsical, imaginative or
creative element.
He attended Lawrence Institute of
Technology in Detroit and studied architec-
ture before joining the Air Force. Upon com-
pleting his tour of duty in 1983, he attended
the University of Michigan School of
Architecture where he earned his master’s
in architecture in 1987 along with the Alpha
Rho BronzeMedal Award for leadership.
He has received design awards from the
Pittsburgh Chapter of the American
Institute of Architects for his work at Smith
Transport and two awards from the
National United Cerebral Palsy Foundation
for excellence in handicap-accessible design.

Michael Farrow, Literary Arts
Farrow, who holds a doctoral degree in
human genetics fromWest Virginia
University Medical School, said, “Doing
what you love is not a chore. It is a pleas-
ure. My pleasure is bringing history alive
to people who call Altoona home or to oth-
ers who may not know Altoona at all.”
Farrow is a 1957 graduate of Altoona
High School. He earned his bachelor’s
degree in biology from Juniata College, a
master’s degree in genetics fromWest
Virginia University, a doctoral degree in
human genetics fromWest Virginia
University Medical School in 1971 followed
by postdoctoral research developing a test
to predict the optimum drug regimen for
treating leukemia.
He retired 29 years ago after a scientific
career with Wyeth Pharmaceuticals and
later Hazleton Laboratories provided him
with the opportunity to develop genetic
tests for the safety of plastics in newmed-
ical devices. During his 31 years in science,
he authored numerous publications and
presentations and founded the Genetic
Toxicology Association.

In retirement, Farrow returned to his
passions in the arts.
He has composed and arranged church
music and conducted choirs for more than
60 years in addition to his lifelong interest
in local history and preservation.
He has written several books including a
comprehensive “coffee table” book on the
history of 175 theaters in Altoona and Blair
County, which contains exhibits of vintage
maps, photographs and theater advertise-
ments.
Farrow followed it with a second book
about the historic Mishler Theatre, its ori-
gin, history and restoration. He has also
written books on the history of immigrants
in Altoona and Philadelphia.
He serves as chairman of the board of
trustees of the Blair County Historical
Society at Baker Mansion where he has
taken an active part in the restoration of
the building and the opening of rotating
exhibits.
A speaker and writer, he has spoken to
numerous civic organizations and conduct-
ed annual bus tours on the architecture and
history of Altoona and Hollidaysburg. He is
a member of the Bellwood and Tyrone his-
torical societies and the Blair County
Genealogical Society.

Allen Capriotti,Visual Arts
“Art is my way of telling a story about
the people I see every day. I try to show
their importance, struggles, emotions and
station in life. I attempt to paint the visual
cliff notes of the people I portray. I hope
that the viewer will become part of each fig-
ure’s life and compare it to their own. I do
not try to edit, exaggerate or fix the sitter, I
paint what I see. Failure to leave out one
detail would change the truth,” Capriotti
stated.
“... Art is my way of showing the com-
plexity and beauty of all of God’s creations.
I love trying to replicate this beauty down
to the smallest detail. Even the understand-
ing of the materials I use and their applica-
tion is vital to this goal. I am learning with
every painting I complete and each new
canvas is an adventure in life.”
Capriotti is described as “an American
realist with a modern vision.” Capriotti
received an associate degree in fine arts at

Mount Aloysius College and a bachelor’s
degree in fine arts at the Tyler School of
Arts at Temple University.
His studies include: graphic design, illus-
tration, typography, printing and pre-press
development, design, impressionism, Greek
art, religious art and ichnology and photog-
raphy. He learned his traditional use of
painting materials and technique from his
20 years as a painting conservator. His
microscopic examination of the old masters’
paintings translates to an authenticity of
his own work. His knowledge of anatomy in
conjunction with traditional painting tech-
niques transforms paint into flesh and bone.

Steve and Nancy Sheetz,
Arts Leadership/Arts Patron
While the Sheetz name is synonymous
with business, Nancy and Steve Sheetz are
being honored for their long-time philan-
thropic support of the Mishler Theatre and
other arts institutions in the region..
“I remember the first time Nan and I
attended an event at the Mishler. I can’t
recall exactly when, but it was sometime in
the early 1970s and we were both taken
aback by how absolutely beautiful the
Theatre was (and is),” Steve Sheetz
recalled.
The family’s philanthropy first started in
the 1970s with his mother and includes
underwriting recent seat replacement
efforts and the construction of the SPIRITZ
lounge.
Through Steve Sheetz’s involvement in
the Blair County Arts Foundation’s Board
of Directors and attending events at the
Mishler, the couple “realized that the
Theatre itself was only part of the wonder-
ful experience. It became apparent this area
had a lot of talented actors, musicians and
singers, talented people who held down full-
time jobs or were going to school but still
gave up their free time to participate in
events at the Theatre because they were so
passionate about performing. We have so
many great memories of events and people
performing at the Mishler!”
The couple also developed an apprecia-
tion of production elements of theatrical
presentations.
“We have an incredible arts community
in this area! So many people who have a
passion for the arts and so many talented
artists! Unfortunately, neither Nan nor I
possess any talent in that area. But we do
love the arts and so we try to provide
resources to the people who do possess
those talents, as well as to the organizations
who work hard to showcase that talent!”

Mirror Staff Writer Patt Keith is at 949-7030.
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QUICK TIP

hendiadys (n) \hen- di- -d s\
— the expression of an idea by
the use of usually two independ-
ent words connected by and in-
stead of the usual combination of
independent word and its modifier

Merriam Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary

The Newseum, a museum in Washington, D.C.,
dedicated to journalism and the First Amendment is
set to close its doors near the National Mall by the
end of the year, citing yearslong financial issues. A
statement says that despite more than 11 years of
service and nearly 10 million visitors, continued oper-
ations have proved to be unsustainable.
The statement says the museum’s founder and pri-

mary funder, the Freedom Forum, remains committed
to its mission to champion the five freedoms guaran-
teed under the First Amendment. It says efforts to
increase public awareness about the importance of a
free press are needed now more than ever.
Visitors are welcome through Dec. 31, 2019.

Tickets purchased online include a 15% discount,
with prices now starting at about $12.

Actress Britt Ekland, 77
Singer-guitarist Thomas McClary (The

Commodores), 70
Singer Kevin Cronin of REO Speedwagon, 68
Actress Elisabeth Shue, 56
Bassist Tommy Stinson (The Replacements,

Guns N’ Roses), 53
Actress Amy Jo Johnson (“Felicity,” “Mighty

Morphin Power Rangers”), 49
Actor Ioan Gruffudd (“Fantastic Four,”

“Horatio Hornblower”), 46
Actor Brett Gelman (“Stranger Things”), 43
Actor Wes Ramsey (“CSI: Miami”), 42
Musician Will Butler of Arcade Fire, 37
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Bathrooms messy? Use these
rules: If you use it, clean it; Put
stuff in the right place. Have each
family member clean up after using
the bathroom.

Heloise Hints

Chicco PhysioForma Pacifi-
ers offer an exclusive nipple
design that help position the
baby’s tongue forward to
maintain an
open airway.
The double
ventilation
holes allow for
air circulation
that prevents the gathering of
saliva while supporting
breathing. The soft, satin-tex-
tured silicone nipple gives the
baby more comfort while pre-
venting slip. $5.99. Walmart.
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Pillars of the Arts
Blair County Arts Hall of Fame ushers in new honorees

Tom Sweitzer
Performing Arts

Pat Baechle
Public Art/Architecture

Michael Farrow
Literary Arts

Steve and Nancy Sheetz
Art Leadership/Arts Patron

Allen Capriotti
Visual Arts

If you go
What: Blair County Arts Foundation
Hall of Fame induction

When: 6:30 p.m. Oct. 17

Where: Mishler Theatre, 1208 12th Ave.,
Altoona

Tickets: Tickets for the ceremony are $25,
tickets to the ceremony and $50 to attend a
pre-ceremony reception are available through
the Mishler Box Office at 944-9434 or in
person Monday through Friday, from 10:30
a.m. to 4 p.m.


